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'individual' experience at all. The mother, however, .is
an archetypal experience; she is known by the more or less
unconscious child not as a definite, individual feminine
personality, but as the mother, an archetype loaded with
significant possibilities. As life proceeds the primordial
image fades, and is replaced by a conscious, relatively
individual image, which is assumed to be the only mother-
image we have. In the unconscious, on the contrary, the
mother always remains a powerful primordial image,
determining and colouring in the individual conscious life
our relation to woman, to society, and to the world of feeling
and fact, yet in so subtle a way that, as a rule, there is no
conscious perception of the process. We imagine we are
dealing only with metaphors. But it becomes a very concrete
fact when a man marries his wife only because in some way
she resembles his mother; or else because she does not.
Mother Germania is for the Germans, like la douce France
for the French, an important political background that
could be ignored only by intellectuals who are blind to the
world as it is. The all-embracing lap of the mater ecclesia
is far from being a mere metaphor, and the same is true of
mother earth, mother nature, and matter in general.
For the child the archetype of the mother is the most
immediate one,. But with the development of consciousness,
the father also comes into the field of vision and activates ^
an archetype, the nature of which is in many ways opposed
to that of the mother. As the mother archetype corresponds
to the Chinese yin, so the father type corresponds to the
definition of yang. It determines the relations to man, to
spirit, and to the dynamis of nature. The 'fatherland'
means borders, that is, definite localization, but the soil is
mother earth, restful and fertile. The Rhine is a father,
as is the Nile, wind, authority, storm, lightning, and thunder.
The father is ' auctor' and authority, therefore law and the
state. He corresponds to what is moving in the world, like
the wind, that which creates and guides with invisible thoughts

